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urging the establishment of a national bureau or
department to take charge of matters relating to
the African race. Some wished to establish on the
borders of the South a paid labor system, which
might later be extended over the entire region, to
get more slaves out of the Confederacy into this
free labor territory, and to prevent immigration
of negroes into the North, which, after the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, was apprehensive of this
danger. Others wished to relieve the army and
the treasury officials of the burden of caring for
the blacks and i o protect the latter from the " north-
ern harpies and bloodhounds" who had fastened
upon them the lessee system.

The discussion lasted for two years. The Freed-
men's Inquiry Commission, after a survey of the
field in 1883, recommended a consolidation of all
efforts under an organization which should per-
petuate the best features of the old system. But
there was much opposition to this plan in Congress.
The negroes would be exploited, objected some;
the scheme gave too much power to the proposed
organization, said others; another objection was
urged against the employment of a horde of incom-
petent and unscrupulous officeholders, for "the men
who go down there and become your overseers and